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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1, 5, 13-15, 17, 21-25, and 29-31 as follows: 



0 



1. (Currently Amended) A system for printing a print job, the system comprising: 
a plurality of printers; and 

a print job distribution system which assesses characteristics of the print job and 
distributes the print job among a number of printers of the plurality of printers based on the 
characteristics of the print job such that the number of printers start the print job at the same 
time and c omplete the print job at substantially one time. 

2. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the print job distribution system includes a 
print job assessment system which assesses the characteristics of the print job, a printer 
ability assessment system which assesses a printing ability of the plurality of printers to print 
the print job, and a print job allocation system which allocates the print job among the 
number of printers based on the characteristics of the print job and the printing ability of the 
plurality of printers. 

3. (Original) The system of claim 2, wherein the print job allocation system divides the 
print job into a number of print job portions each having a print job weight and allocates the 
number of print job portions among the number of printers such that all the print job portions 
are finished at substantially the same time. 

4. (Original) The system of claim 3, wherein the number of print job portions includes a 
number of sequential print job portions. 

5. (Currently Amended) Thn nynfnm nf claim 3 A system f o r printing a print job, the 
system comprising: 

a plurality r>f printers; and 

a print job distribution system which assesses ch a racteristics of the print job and _ a , 
printin g ability of the plurality of pri n ters, divides the nrint iob into a number of print job 
portions each having a print iob weight , and distributes the print job portions among , a 
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rmmhttr of printers of the plurality o f printers based on the characteristics of the print job and 
the printing ability of th e plurality of printers. 

w h ft rdn the number of printers com plete the print job portions at substantially the 

same time , and 

_\ wherein the print job weight of each of the numbor of p rint job portions is 

substantially e qual, 

6. (Original) The system of claim 3, wherein the print job weight of each of the number 
of print job portions is not equal. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 2, wherein the printing ability of each of the plurality 
of printers is equal. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 2, wherein the printing ability of each of the plurality 
of printers is not equal. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 2, wherein the print job allocation system minimizes a 
time required for printing the print job. 

10. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the characteristics of the print job include 
at least one of a file size of the print job, a format of the print job, a layout of the print job, 
and a content of the print job. 

1 1 (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein the characteristics of the print job include 
at least one of a paper size and margins for the print job, a number of lines of text in the print 
job, a number of words in the print job, a number of characters in the print job, a font size and 
type of the print job, and an image size in the print job. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the print job distribution system monitors 
a status of the print job and a performance of the plurality of printers. 
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13. (Currently Amended) A method of printing a print job, the method comprising 

stops of : 

providing a plurality of printers; 
assessing characteristics of the print job; and 

distributing the print job among a number of printers of the plurality of printers based 
on the characteristics of the print job such that the number of printers start the print job at the 
same time and c omplete the print job at substantially one time. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, wherein the otop of distributing the 
V print job includes assessing a printing ability of the plurality of printers to print the print job 

and allocating the print job among the number of printers based on the characteristics of the 
print job and the printing ability of the plurality of printers. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 14, wherein the otop of distributing the 
print job includes dividing the print job into a number of print job portions each having a 
print job weight and allocating the number of print job portions among the number of printers 
such that all of the print job portions are finished at substantially the same time. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein the number of print job portions includes 
a number of sequential print job portions. 

17. (Currently Amended) TV ™"^"H " f "1™™ * *A method of printing a print job, the 
method comprising: 

providing a pluralit y of printers; 

^ogasiTi p characteristics of the print iob an d a printing ability of the plurality of 
printers; 

HiviHin p the print ioh into a number of print jo b portions each having a print job 
weight: and 

Hifitrihntin p the mint job portion s among a number of printers of the plurality of 
pri ^r* based on the, characteristi c * nf the nrint iob and the printinF ability of <he plurality of 
printers. 
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whe^in the m tnh«r nf printed r.ntn plete the print job portions at substantially the 
same time , and 

wherein the print job weight of each of the numbor of p rint job portions is 
subs tantially e qual. 

1 8. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein the print job weight of each of the ^ 
number of print job portions is not equal. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the printing ability of each of the 
plurality of printers is equal. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the printing ability of each of the 
plurality of printers is not equal. 

21 . (Currendy Amended) The method of claim 14, wherein the atop of distributing the 
print job includes imnimizing a time required for printing the print job. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, wherein the otop of assessing the 
characteristics of the print job includes assessing at least one of a file size of the print job, a 
format of the print job, a layout of the print job, and a content of the print job. 

23. (Currendy Amended) The method of claim 13. wherein the atop of assessing the 
characteristics of the print job includes assessing at least one of a paper size and margins for 
the print job, a number of lines of text in the print job, a number of words in the print job, a 
number of characters in the print job, a font size and type of the print job, and an image size 
in the print job. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, wherein th e otop of distributing the 
print job includes monitoring a status of the print job and a performance of the plurality of 

printers. 
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25. (Currently Amended) A system for producing a book on-demand, the system 
comprising: 

a processing system adapted to receive and process a book request for the book, the 
processing system adapted to retrieve a data fde which includes contents of the book and 
produce a book body preparation command and a book cover preparation command from the 
data file; 

a book block preparation system which prepares a book block of the book in response 
to the book body preparation command; 

a book cover preparation system which prepares a book cover of the book in response 
^ to the book cover preparation command; and 

a book finishing system which assembles the book block and the book cover to form 

the book, 

wherein the book block preparation system prints the book block as a print job, and 
wherein the book block preparation system includes a plurality of printers and a print job 
distribution system which distributes the print job among a number of printers of the plurality 
of printers, wherein the number of printers start, the print job at the same time and c omplete | 
the print job at substantially one time. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 25. wherein the print job distribution system includes 
a print job assessment system which assesses a weight of the print job, a printer ability 
assessment system which assesses a printing ability of the plurality of printers to print the 
print job, and a print job allocation system which allocates the print job among the number of 
printers based on the weight of the print job and the printing ability of the plurality of 
printers. 

27. (Original) The system of claim 26, wherein the print job allocation system divides the 
print job into a number of print job portions each having a print job weight and allocates the 
number of print job portions among the number of printers, wherein all the print job portions 
are finished at substantially the same time. 
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28. (Original) The system of claim 27, wherein the number of print job portions includes 
a number of sequential print job portions. 

29. (Currently Amended) A method of producing a book on-demand, the method 

comprisin g tho atopo of : I 
receiving and processing a book request for the book including retrieving a data file 

which includes contents of the book and producing a book body preparation command and a 

book cover preparation command from the data file; 

preparing a book block of the book in response to the book body preparation 

command; 

preparing a book cover of the book in response to the book cover preparation 
command; and 

assembling the book block and the book cover to form the book, 
wherein the-step^f-preparing the book block includes printing the book block as a 
print job, and wherein the-*ep^preparing the book block includes providing a plurality of 
printers and distributing the print job among a number of printers of the plurality of printers, 
wherein the number of printers start the print ioh at the same time and complete the print job 
at substantially one time. 

30. (Currently Amended) The method of claim-2829, wherein tho otop of distributing the 
print job includes assessing a weight of the print job, assessing a printing ability of the 
plurality of printers to print the print job, and allocating the print job among the number of 
printers based on the weight of the print job and the printing ability of the plurality of 

. printers. 

31. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 30, wherein tho otep of distributing the 
print job includes dividing the print job into a number of print job portions each having a 
print job weight and allocating the number of print job portions among the number of 
printers, wherein all of the print job portions are finished at substantially the same time. 
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32. (Original) The method of claim 31, wherein the number of print job portions includes 
a number of sequential print job portions. 
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